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Pinguicula longifolia ssp. longifolia Rau. ex DC.,
an endemic of the Central Pyrenees

Hans Luhrs
Krayenhoffstr. 51,
1018 RJ Amsterdam, Holland

Pinguicula longifolia ssp. longifolia occupies merely & small
mountainous area in the heart of the Spanish and French Pyre-
nees, a much smaller geographic range compared to both the
other sub species namely caussensis & reichenbackians . Here,
at an elevation of 700-1200 m. (2200 m.?, Quézel 1956), this
species will only thrive in gorges on vertical cliffs of limestone
and eroded tufa that are constantly wet, or at least damp
throughout the year, by water seeping through the rock surfice
as well as high humidity during the night.

During a fieldirip in late June last year, P. longifolia ssp. longifo-
lia was found in large numbers at several localities in or near the
Ordesa Nat. Park in the Spanish Pyrenees. Of the largest colonies
I have seen, those be found in the Afiisclo Cafion (700-80C m.
alt.) are most spectacular. The countless individuals often sppear
as green mats on the vertical or slightly overhanging walls, with
their leaves hanging down in such a way not to compare with any
other Pinguicula except for P. vallisneriifolia. The large
rosettes, very often divided in huge clumps, consist of 5-9 leaves,
these being 160-200 mm. ( sometimes up to 280 mm. ) long and
14-22 mm. wide. Although Casper (1966) stated that even in
August flowering plants have been found, only few faded flowers
were seen but there were many seedpods. An interesting feature
that had been observed was the fact that a lot of the dried flov-
erstalks bearing seedpods were folded backwards aguinst the
rock, presumably in order to release the seed straight on to the
rock surface rather than being blown away by the wind. This
would also explain the way new plants appear, spreading them-
selves not just below but also above the parent plants. The planis
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possibility. A similar case occurs in the Spanish Pyrenees near
Torla, P. longifolia ssp. longifolia was not found anywhere in
the vicinity. In two.directions from Gavarnie towards the Spenish
border, at altitudes.of 1400 m. and higher, only P. grandiflora
had been found (some of them with extreme dark brown-reddish
leaves). Due to the.absence of suitable gorges at this aititude,
which seem to be the only niche in which P. longifolia ssp.
longifolia thrives, I wonder if the latter still exist in the French

Pyrenees or indeed ever did.

T hope to hear from any of the LP.S.G. members who have had
the opportunity in finding P. longifolia ssp. longifolia &t or nexr
the mentioned localities in the French Pyrenees.
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Some Comments On Recently Descrihed New Species
from the Iberian Peninsula.

Loyd Wix
E-mail: Loyd. Wix@Uhilever.com

The main purpose of this article is to correct an eryor
which appeared in an editorial note in IPSG Newsletter No.8 &g
well as attempting to clear up some of the current confusion suz-
rounding the taxonomy of some of the Spanish Pinguiculs; men-
tioned in recent IPSG articles (Refs. 1, 2).

' Zamora et gl (Ref. 3) published two new spécies of Pin-
guicula in 1996. The species named P.mundi is the plant fom the
Sierra del Calar del Mundo also referred to as P.Rio Mundo'.
This plant is now widely accepted as a valid new species gad ap-
pears to be confined to the River Mundo area where it {s Jocslly
abundant. However the proposed P.submediterranea is & more
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